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Editorial

Dear Friends

Now that I have taken on the privileged
role of President I certainly understand
the responsibility and will endeavour,
with the help of our now eight member
committee, to continue the
achievements we have made while
considering more activities that will
further bond our community. I welcome
the challenge

Terry, during his many years at the
helm, has set a solid foundation for the
group. Terry put in time and effort
beyond his role. His passion and ideas
inspired us, so a BIG thank you from us
all.

Now is the time to work together. I
invite anyone with ideas for activities to
share them with the committee.
Suggestions are always welcome. Where
ideas can be supported by logistics and
plans then the custodian of the idea is
welcome to join the chosen sub-
committee to help drive the
implementation.

The group is in good financial shape. We
have turned around from a difficult
former year and recovered well. We now
have the capacity to make donations
again and the committee will consider
organisations that have worthy projects
that involve our community. Several are
known to us however we remain open to
suggestions from the membership.

It is wonderful to have our members and
friends from the city travel and join us
for our regular lunches. I appreciate the
loyalty. I'd also like to welcome our new
members. It is hoped that the
membership can increase as the year
progresses.

Our members and friends will continue
to be updated with events, lunch and

dinner dates so the newsletter remains
an important means of communication.

Rick

Upcoming Events

Dinner

Avalon Restaurant, Katoomba
7pm Wednesday 10 September 2025

Includes parmesan and herb bread, a
choice of mains and dessert, and a
glass of wine or beer.

Price: $67

Luncheon

Grand View Hotel, Wentworth Falls
12:30pm Tuesday 23 September 2025
Includes choice of mains and dessert.
Price: $45

Event Reservations and
Payments

Prepay by Direct Deposit or pay with
Card or Cash at event.

Please send your reservation by the
Sunday evening prior to
3sisters.bookings@gmail.com
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Outgoing President’s Report

The following report was delivered by Terry, our outgoing president, at the AGM.

I'd like to welcome you all to this Annual General meeting of the
Three Sisters Social Group.

I am pleased to report that the Three Sisters Social Group is in
robust health. The coffers, if not overflowing, are showing a
healthy balance. Rick will give us more detail in the Treasurer’s
Report. But for the moment, we now find ourselves in the happy
position of monetary surplus so that we can provide some
financial support to the community.

The Committee had, some time ago, agreed on the conditions I
under which the Three Sisters could determine the eligibility for

such support. That is, for the Three Sisters to make financial grants it is preferable
that they be given to LGBTIQ+ organisations in the Blue Mountains for viable
services or projects, or, if LGBTIQ+ organisations are not available, to other
community groups that provide services to the LGBTIQ+ community. In doing so it
is important that the Three Sisters Social Group receive recognition for their
support. In the past some of our donations to local groups were swallowed up in the
ether with scarcely a nod of recognition. We would like for this not to happen again.

It should be noted that we already support bentART in their annual Art Exhibition.

We are also considering support for a project that Kevin Hardwick has proposed, to
wit the creation of a mural in Katoomba acknowledging/celebrating the LGBTIQ+
Blue Mountains Community.

Potential financial donations by the Three Sisters is an agenda item for discussion by
the membership in this meeting. It will be good to receive your views and
comments.

Event planning took a bit of a hit this past year. The confluence of a late Easter,
Anzac Day, Mothers’ Day and school holidays played havoc with our attendances and
event scheduling. We even had to cancel a luncheon which, I am assured, was
unprecedented.

Our luncheon at the Victoria and Albert Guesthouse, which was a fabulous success
last year, had to be combined with the V and A’s Long Lunch in March. Although
very pleasant, it didn't quite reach the level of affability and bonhomie of the
previous luncheon. It didn’t help that the day was pouring with rain which caused
the event to be held indoors.

The June King’s Birthday Long Weekend hosted our signature events, the Blackheath
Disco and the Soirée.

The Disco was, as usual, an outstanding success. Greg and Larry knocked
themselves out to ensure that the newly renovated Blackheath Community Hall had
a magical makeover. Greg’s lighting and decorations were stunning. Opening the
second hall and moving the ‘tuck shop’ gave the guests more dancing space and
also provided a chill out space which was well used all night.

The Transgender group’s cloaking facilities were most appreciated.

Of course, the Tuck Shop Lovelies deserve special mention, as do the willing helpers
who assisted with the bumping in, the cleanup and bumping out.
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The Disco is a people intensive effort and this year they worked like a well lubricated
team. Congratulation to all those who helped make the night such a success.

Pairing the Soirée with the Mt Vic Flicks showing of Young
Frankenstein made the Sunday festivities a day to
remember. The movie and soirée double worked well to
make it a special day. V and A remains a special venue
for events and the folk that attended the night all had a
good time.

However, the question of what to do with the Sunday of the long weekend remains
with us. From what we gather, there is a general feeling that we should provide an
event on that day.

The Soirée concept appears to have legs with some fine tuning. It has the promise
of providing an event for those who want to carry on the traditions of a Queens
Birthday event, but with the wider appeal for members and their friends who aren’t
attracted to the Disco.

There also appears to be some room to make the Soirée an event for Blue
Mountains Pride to make it a closing party for a Pride hosted Long Weekend Festival.

That concept has potential to promote the June Long Weekend as a Pride branded
LGBTIQ+ community wide festival. It'll be interesting to see whether it develops. I
hope it does.

Which brings me to our event program over the past few years. The Committee has
successfully brought variety to our events whilst seeking to balance innovation with
the familiar.

Also, we are continually having to adapt to changing circumstances. The price of
events continues to rise and the number of suitable venues seems to be shrinking. It
appears to me that we are at a juncture where we will need to reappraise our
current offerings in order to bring relevant and interesting events to members.

Unfortunately, or fortunately, depending on one’s point of view, my role in this will
be relegated to an advisory one, if that's what the incoming committee would like.

As you know, I am not seeking nomination to the committee. I am travelling over
September, October and November and am not here to participate in the essential
discussions about the events program for the forthcoming year.

Additionally, I fear I have run out of puff, and while I may have relevant ideas for
the future of the Three Sisters, I just don't feel I have the energy to implement
them.

It's time for someone else to take the reins.

I can't praise the current Committee enough. Their commitment and skills are
formidable.

However, the Three Sisters Constitution really needs to have at least the roles of
President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer occupied. I trust this AGM will see
a full committee elected so that the Three Sisters can continue to provide a valuable
service to our community.
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Thank You Terry

The following thank you was delivered by Larry at the AGM.
Before we go to the election I would like to say a few words.

Terry and I joined the Three Sisters Committee in 2018, Terry as vice-president,
myself as a committee member. John Wilson continued as president until 2021 when
Terry took over.

During this time Terry also took on the responsibility for
the Ball. "Elegance"” was his first creative concept, but it
was cancelled due to Covid. He then created "Platinum
and Ruby" the 40th Anniversary Ball. This was followed by
"On The Catwalk" which was held at the Carrington. He
has also organised the two Soirées: Wallis and Thriller. I
think you will agree that these have all been memorable
evenings

Terry was the motive force behind the restoration of the AIDS Memorial in Medlow
Bath Park following some discussions with the Medlow Bath Residents Group. The
old memorial was deteriorating, and plaques were being damaged and lost. The
memorial has now been made into a beautiful place where we can remember those
we lost to that terrible disease. He also organised our World AIDS Day
commemorations at the memorial.

Every month Terry has put together the Newsletter. It is full of news and pictures
from our events. Always worth a read.

Terry has been a fixture at our monthly luncheons and
dinners, ensuring they are welcoming for regulars and
new people. He has created new events, such as the
wonderful lunches at the Victoria and Albert Guesthouse.

Overall, Terry has led the Group with style and flair. So
let us thank Terry, our outgoing President with a round
of applause.

Raffle

This beautiful jar was donated to us by Harmony at Home,
Blackheath. We raffled it at the AGM. It was won by John
Horton, one of our new members.
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AGM Photos
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