
 

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and BlueSky or hashtag #BlueMountainsPride.  

Email us at bluemountainspride@gmail.com. 

Blue Mountains Pride takes place on the traditional the lands of the Dharug and 
Gundungurra people. We pay our respects to their elders past and present. 

  

Editorial 

In less than a month it will be time for Blue 

Mountains Pride. This year we have events 

starting on the Friday of the June long 

weekend and stretching through to the 

following weekend. You can find details of 

these fabulous events in this newsletter. 

As the brilliant autumn foliage falls from the 

trees we prepare for winter. Soon we will be 

wearing our winter coats, scarves and 

beanies, and relaxing in front of blazing 

fires. 

Even in winter the Blue Mountains offers 

lots of to do between the Blue Mountains 

Pride events. There are bushwalks in and 

around the World Heritage National Park, 

from easy to challenging. There is fabulous 

food and shopping. Visit Leura Mall or tour 

the other towns. Each town has something 

special to offer, and hidden gems. Scenic 

World offers great views as well as an easy 

way to visit Jamison Valley. Megalong 

Valley hosts two wineries and the historic 

Tea Rooms. Hartley is still open, even 

though Victoria Pass is closed at the 

moment. 

Or relax in front of that blazing fire. 

We look forward to celebrating Pride with 

you in the Blue Mountains.

 

 

 

Events 

bentART Exhibition 

Rex-Livingstone Gallery, Katoomba 
Launch: Friday 5 June (invite only) 
Exhibition: 10am to 5pm, 6 to 13 June 
Artist Talks: 6 and 7 June 
Workshops: to be announced 

GLBTQ+ Bushwalk 

Bush Lemons 
10am, Saturday 6 June 
Ngula Bulgarabang Regional Park  

Blackheath Disco 

Three Sisters Social Group 
7pm to midnight, Saturday 6 June 
Blackheath Community Centre, Blackheath 

The Peacock Lounge 

Three Sisters Social Group & bentART 
3pm to 7pm, Sunday 7 June 
Katoomba RSL 

Crafting Afternoon 

Trans and Gender Diverse Blue Mountains 
Details to be announced 
See Trans and Gender Diverse Blue 
Mountains Facebook group 

Youth Pride Ball 

Pick’n’Mix 
7pm to 9:30pm, Sunday 8 June 
Tibbi Whalan Hall, Katoomba 
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Pride 

Blue Mountains Pride is our celebration of Pride, of being able to 

live as our authentic selves without fear or discrimination. It is a 

small festival that takes place around the June long weekend in the beautiful Blue Mountains. 

Events include artistic, social and nature. 

Blue Mountains Pride is one of many Pride festivals around the world. June is Pride month, 

commemorating the Stonewall Riot in June 1969 in New York City, and, in Australia, the first 

Mardi Gras in June 1978. 

Pride is our response to the long oppression of LGBTQIA+ people. Rather than shamefully 

hiding our sexuality and gender identity from the world, we take pride in being ourselves. We 

celebrate our Pride in public displays such as the Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras Parade. 

We make ourselves visible to promote awareness and acceptance. 

Pride has been galvanised by such events as Stonewall and the first Sydney Mardi Gras, but 

also repressive laws.  

While Australia is among the countries that are most are advanced in rights for LGBTQIA+ 

people, there are still many issues that need to be addressed. We have achieved many major 

reforms over more than 50 years of campaigning. 

Some of those reforms are under threat or being wound back. Queensland has banned puberty 

blockers for trans and gender diverse young people, following moves overseas. Puberty 

blockers allow young people with gender dysphoria to delay the onset of puberty and the 

development of secondary sexual characteristics. This gives these young people time to solidify 

their gender identity and to give them a smoother transition into their desired gender identity as 

an adult. Puberty blockers are an important tool to assist our young people who do not feel their 

birth gender matches their gender identity. 

Overseas the situation for trans and gender diverse people is even worse. The USA is actively 

winding back rights for trans people. It is changing their licenses and passports. It is preventing 

them from using bathrooms matching their gender identity.  

In the UK recent changes have ruled that sex is a binary and based on supposed biological sex. 

JK Rowling, author of the Harry Potter series, is one of the forces behind these changes. Harry 

Potter is about being different and being accepted for who you are, albeit eventually. Such a 

contradiction. 

Homosexuality is still illegal in many parts of the world, with more than 6 countries imposing the 

death penalty. Culture wars around the world are making it more difficult for LGBTQIA+ people. 

(Wikipedia) 

Blue Mountains Pride builds on this foundation and celebrates how far we have come, while 

reflecting on those that are not as fortunate as us. We honour the sacrifices of people who 

fought for our rights. We create a safe place where we can discover our authentic selves. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LGBTQ_rights_by_country_or_territory


 

 

IDAHOBIT 

10am to 12pm Sunday 17 May 

Blue Mountains City Council will raise the Progress Pride flag and hold a free gathering to 

celebrate the International Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia, Interphobia and Transphobia 

(IDAHOBIT) on Sunday 17 May. This year’s theme is At the Heart of Democracy. 

The Progress Pride flag will be raised in 

Peace Park, Katoomba (opposite the 

Council chambers) at 9am. 

This will be followed by a free community 

event at in the Tibbi Whalan Hall, Katoomba 

Civic Centre from 10am to 12pm. The event 

will feature panel discussions, a photo 

retrospective, creative activities, and stalls 

from local organisations, offering a 

welcoming space for people of all ages to 

come together in support of the LGBTQIA+ 

community.  

“Council is proud to support IDAHOBIT and 

to stand with our LGBTQIA+ community, 

their families, friends and allies as we reflect 

on the progress that has been made and the 

work that still lies ahead,” Mayor Mark 

Greenhill said. “Flying the Progress Pride 

flag sends a clear message that the Blue 

Mountains is a place where everyone is 

valued, respected and safe, and that 

discrimination, hatred and intimidation have 

no place in our community. 

“This year’s theme, ‘At the Heart of 

Democracy’, reminds us that fairness, 

inclusion and equality are fundamental to a 

strong and healthy society. We all have a 

role to play in ensuring every person can live openly, safely and with dignity.” 

IDAHOBIT is celebrated internationally on 17 May, the anniversary of the World Health 

Organisation removing homosexuality from the International Classification of Diseases in 1990.    

Blue Mountains City Council is one of the few Australian councils committed to flying the Pride 

flag annually on 17 May in support of IDAHOBIT and the LGBTQIA+ community more broadly.   

  



 

 

bentART Exhibition 

Celebrating Our Stories, Our Pride, Our Art 

Launch: Friday 5 June (invite only) 

Exhibition: 10am to 5pm 6 to 13 June 

Artist Talks: 6 and 7 June 

Workshops: to be announced 

The bentART Art Prize returns in 2026, marking its 21st year as a leading platform for 

LGBTQIA+ artistic expression in the Blue Mountains and beyond. 

Entries for the 2026 Art Prize have 

now closed, with more than 100 

works submitted by artists from 

across Australia, reflecting the depth, 

diversity and vibrancy of queer 

creativity today. 

Winners will be announced at an 

exclusive private viewing on Friday 5 

June 2026, with the exhibition 

opening to the public from Saturday, 

6 June. 

As part of the program, visitors can 

attend a series of artist talks on 6 

and 7 June, offering insight into the 

ideas and stories behind the works 

on display. In addition, Dr Christine 

Dean will present a special one-hour 

talk exploring Modernist Gay and 

Lesbian Art, 1910–1970. Session 

times will be announced shortly. 

bentART is also finalising a series of 

workshops, with full details and 

dates to be released in the coming 

weeks. 

The exhibition will be held at Rex-

Livingston Art + Objects, located at 

182–184 Katoomba Street, 

Katoomba, and will be open daily from 10:00am to 5:00pm. 

bentART continues to champion inclusive, accessible cultural experiences, celebrating the 

stories, pride and artistic voices of LGBTQIA+ communities across Australia.  



 

 

GLBTQ+ Bushwalk 

10am Saturday 6 June 

Join us for this bushwalk as part of the Kings 

Birthday weekend festivities! 

Hosted by Bush Lemons.  All welcome 

(including dogs on leads)! 

We will walk the old fire trails and tracks at 

Ngula Bulgarabang Regional Park, just 

outside Katoomba, and end up at the Megalong 

Head Lookout for morning tea, with its beautiful 

views over the Megalong Valley. The fire trails 

make this easy walking and there is a short but 

fairly easy walk down a single file track to the 

lookout.  All up the walk will be about 6km. 

This area was bought from private ownership by the State Government in 2019 and the regional 

park was created to keep it safe for the animals and plants, walkers, rock climbers and 

explorers.  It is the last remaining undeveloped peninsula-plateau in the upper Blue Mountains.  

It has a huge variety of flora and fauna, tall eucalypt forests, significant Aboriginal heritage, as 

well as the beautiful views. 

Meet: 10am on Saturday, 6 June, at the locked gate at the end of Pulpit Hill Road (turn off the 

highway at the Explorers Tree). 

Bring: Some drinking water, a snack for morning tea, appropriate footwear.  And please, wear 

your rainbow finery! Scarves, feather boas, shimmery shorts etc!!  

Book:  It’s a good idea to book in for the walk in case it gets 

cancelled or changed due to the weather:  Jocelyn - 

bushscout@bigpond or 0414 572991 

 

This will be a nice leisurely walk so you will still have enough 

energy to visit the Bent Art Exhibition in Katoomba afterwards, and 

also to boogie the night away at the Three Sisters Blackheath 

Disco on Saturday night! 

For more information see our website. 

 

  

http://www.bushlemons.com/


 

 

Blackheath Disco 

7pm to midnight, Saturday 6 June 

It's the best disco in town, number one in disco sound 

It's the place where hip people meet, hey, hey 

It's the best disco in town, bump and boogie all around 

It's no place to sit in your seat, hey, hey 

The Blackheath Disco is The Best Disco In Town. Three Sisters is 

delighted to again present the Blackheath Disco, a signature event of 

Blue Mountains Pride. Join us on Saturday 6 June. 

DJ shOrty returns to keep us dancing through the night. 

Our special guest performer this 

year at the Blackheath Disco is 

Shauna Jensen. Shauna is a legendary diva within the 

LGBTQIA+ community not only in Australia, but overseas 

as well. She has performed at countless Mardi Gras 

Parties and Sleaze Balls as well as many other community 

events and venues. She has performed in London, San 

Francisco, Chicago and Rome, as well as on Atlantis Gay 

Cruises.  

Last year her version of “Chosen Family” reached #4 on 

the UK Dance Charts. 

Shauna’s voice has been heard on many commercials, as 

well as film and TV soundtracks. She has toured as a backing 

singer with Cold Chisel, Jimmy Barnes, Noiseworks and 

Richard Clapton. 

We are keeping our expanded footprint this year. The main 

hall will be the place to get down and boogie all night long. 

The front hall will be a chill space, a cloak room and the snack 

bar. 

It is a BYO event, bring you own drinks, banquet and dancing 

shoes. Our snack bar will have a range of non-alcoholic 

drinks and snacks. 

Tickets are available here. We have managed to keep them 

at the same price. It sold out online last year, so make sure 

you don’t miss out. 

See our website for all the details and watch our Facebook 

Page for updates.   

https://www.trybooking.com/DIXWK
https://www.threesisterssocial.asn.au/disco/
https://www.facebook.com/threesisterssocialgroup
https://www.facebook.com/threesisterssocialgroup


 

 

The Peacock Lounge 

3pm to 7pm, Sunday 7 June 

Do you remember the bentART opening nights? Help us 

recreate that that buzz at The Peacock Lounge on 

Sunday 7 June. It is being presented jointly by Three 

Sisters Social Group and bentART. The Peacock Lounge 

will be the perfect way to enjoy your Sunday afternoon.  

From 3pm until 7pm we 

will be relaxing to the cool 

grooves of Miss MK DJ… 

known to many as Mary 

Kiani. You may remember her dance hits from the 90s. Mary 

Kiani, or just Mary, the DJ – will take you on a journey through 

some of the best music. From smooth cocktail grooves… to 

head-nodding, toe-tapping funk. She may even tempt you to 

have a little dance. Expect the very best of the 70s, 80s… and 

yes, maybe a little taste of the 90s. Classic anthems, 

reimagined gems, and irresistible beats - all delivered 

with her signature sparkle. And maybe a touch of 

bongos.  

Your ticket also includes a glass of sparkling on arrival. 

Being the Katoomba RSL, the drinks are affordable. 

The RSL kitchen opens at 5pm if you would like to stay for 

dinner. 

So come and strut your stuff at The Peacock Lounge. Tickets are $35 (plus booking fee) online 

or $45 at the door. See our website for all the details and watch our Facebook Page for 

updates. 

 

If you would like to attend both Three Sisters events they are offering a 10% discount on the 

combined ticket. Buy your ticket here and choose the option Disco & Peacock Lounge.  

https://www.trybooking.com/DJRTD
https://www.threesisterssocial.asn.au/peacocklounge/
https://www.facebook.com/threesisterssocialgroup
https://www.trybooking.com/DIXWK


 

 

Youth Pride Ball 

7pm to 9:30pm, Saturday 13 June 

 

   Get ready for the most spectacular night of the year     

The Blue Mountains Youth Pride Ball is making its debut — and trust me, you do NOT want 

to miss the very first one. This is set to be an unforgettable night full of energy, connection, and 

pure magic    

Open to all young people in Year 10 up to 20 years 

old — queers and allies alike — this is your space to 

celebrate, express yourself, and have an absolute 

blast. 

   Theme: Mystical Masquerade 

Dress in your fanciest outfit — think masks, glamour, 

and enchantment — but remember, the theme is 

encouraged, not required. Come as you feel your 

best! 

    DJ bringing the vibes 

         Professional photographer to capture the 

memories 

   Professional catering to keep you fueled 

       Awards & prizes — including Best Dressed! 

Whether you're there for the dancing, the fashion, the 

community, or just an incredible night out, this is your 

moment. 

Tickets are FREE but limited, so grab them quick!  

https://events.humanitix.com/youth-pride-ball


 

 

Blue Mountains Pride 

Blue Mountains Pride was formed in 2024 to coordinate the activities of the LGBTQIA+ groups 

in the NSW Blue Mountains over the King’s Birthday long weekend. Since this coincides with 

Pride Month and Pride festivals around the world, we felt it was the perfect name for the group. 

The community groups that form Blue Mountains Pride are 

bentART, Bush Lemons, Blue Mountains IDAHOBIT, 

PFLAG Blue Mountains, Pick’n’Mix, Three Sisters Social 

Group and Trans and Gender Diverse Blue Mountains. 

Activities are run by the individual groups. 

There has been a long history of LGBTQIA+ groups and 

activities in the Blue Mountains.  

The Mountaineers held their first Black and White Ball in 

1981 at Springwood. More than 40 Balls were held over the 

years organised by The Mountaineers, then GAGS (Garden 

and Gourmet Society) and Three Sisters Social Group.  

Bush Lemons are celebrating their 30th anniversary this 

year. They hold a walk most weekends. While the group 

usually is for women, the bushwalk on the Blue Mountains 

Pride weekend is a fun and inclusive event where people 

are invited to dress in rainbow finery. All GLBTQ+ are 

welcome. Founder Jocelyn Williams was awarded Blue Mountains Citizen of the Year for her 

long-standing contribution to community wellbeing and inclusion and supporting LGBTQIA+ 

initiatives and events across the Blue Mountains. 

bentART has been holding their annual exhibition for more than 20 years. Initially it was held in 

the Katoomba Leura Community Centre. It then moved to Wentworth Falls School of Arts, 

where the launch on the Friday night became a major event in itself. It has since moved back to 

the heart of Katoomba at the Rex-Livingstone Art+Objects Gallery. The smaller space limits the 

numbers who are able to attend the launch, but they have teamed up with Three Sisters to 

create an event on ther Sunday night that aims to recapture that vibe. Over the years bentART 

has displayed works of hundreds of queer artists from the Blue Mountains and around Australia. 

In 1991 the AIDS Memorial Project created a living memorial for many of the 250 people of the 

Blue Mountains community who succumbed to AIDS. It was created in Medlow Bath. Three 

Sisters Social Group has become the custodian of the memorial. After many years of neglect 

the memorial was reimagined and revitalised in conjunction with Medlow Bath Residents 

Association. It was dedicated in December 2022. Three Sisters holds a commemoration at the 

memorial annually on World AIDS Day. 

This year we welcome Pick’n’Mix with Pride Ball, a queer youth formal. Pick 'n’ Mix Youth 

Service is an inclusive space for young people to connect, create and access local resources. 

Programs run during school terms at locations across the Blue Mountains. 


