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Editorial 

Hello Friends, 

Our King’s Birthday long weekend was 
a great success. The Disco at the 

Blackheath Hall attracted more than 
350 people. The dance floor was full of 
energy. Shauna Jensen laid on a 

fabulous performance, and everyone 
danced the night away. 

The Peacock Lounge, a first of its kind, 

was well attended and gave members 
and friends a chance to catch up in a 
relaxed environment. The Katoomba 

RSL management and staff helped in 
our planning and made it easy create 
this successful event. Our raffle was 

very well supported. Prizes that were 
generously donated by Keith Rowe and 
Kayo Yokohama, Dianna Lee-Gobbit, 

Helen Shields, The Victoria and Albert 
Guest House and Harmony at Home 
proved very popular. 

A BIG thank you goes out to those 
members and friends who volunteered 
to set up and clean-up after the Disco 

and the Peacock Lounge. Many of you 
helped on the door, checking tickets 

and assisting our patrons. Your 
availability and efforts are very much 
appreciated. 

A further note of appreciation goes to 
those who purchased items for the 
Disco snack bar and helped on the 

night. Our King’s Birthday events take 
a lot of work, weeks of preparation, 
long hours and teamwork. Their 

success is our reward, and the 
feedback has been very gratifying.  

Mr. Collins in Leura is locked in for our 

Christmas in July. Thank you to 
everyone who booked early as we now 
have a full house. Proprietor Josh and 

his team have helped in the planning. 
(continued next page) 

Three Sisters Events 

Christmas in July Dinner 

Mr Collins of Leura 

6:30pm Tuesday 14 July 

Glass of sparkling on arrival 

Christmas main and dessert 

Price: $60 (sold out) 

Licenced & BYO wine 

 

Event Reservations and 

Payments 

Prepay by Direct Deposit or pay with 

Card or Cash at event. 

Please send your reservation by the 

Sunday evening prior to 

3sisters.bookings@gmail.com 

Please let us know if you have any 

dietary requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three Sisters Social Group Inc 

www.threesisterssocial.asn.au 

3sisters.sg@gmail.com  
PO Box 7074, Leura, NSW 2780 

Committee Executive: 
President:  Rick Hawthorne 
Vice-president:  Greg Berry 

Secretary:  Larry Singer 
Treasurer:  Rick Hawthorne
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Editorial (continued) 

It is BYO wine and we have Bubbles on arrival. The restaurant is only a few steps 
from Leura station for those who don’t want to drive. 

Thank you to those who attended our June lunch. It was a small gathering but there 
was plenty of conversation. As both July’s dinner and August’s AGM are important 
events that require careful planning there will be no lunch scheduled in July.  

Rick 

 

Calendar 

Below is our programme of events for the next few months. Events with dates in 
bold are organised by Three Sisters Social Group. Please see elsewhere in the 
newsletter for more details of this month’s events. Full details of future events will 

be in that month’s newsletter. 

Tue 14 July 6:30pm Christmas in July Dinner Mr Collins, Leura 

Sat 25 July 11am Neon-static Katoomba 225 Great Western Hwy 

Tue 11 Aug 7pm AGM and Dinner Grand View Hotel, 

Wentworth Falls 

 

Email Lists 

We have had to change mailing list providers as MailChimp reduced the limits for 
their free plan. We are now with Email Octopus. This means that the emails will 
come from a new email address, so please check your junk folder if you are not 

receiving these.  

If you are having problems receiving these emails please contact us on 

3sisters.sg@gmail.com. 

The newsletter is also available on our website. 

 

mailto:3sisters.sg@gmail.com
https://www.threesisterssocial.asn.au/blog/


 

  

Membership Renewal 
Membership of Three Sisters Social Group Inc is now due. Members 
will receive an email shortly. Membership for the year is $35 or $30 

for pensioners. Membership entitles you to a free dinner at the AGM if 
you join or renew by 7 August. The AGM will be held on Tuesday 11 August. 

If you would like to become a member, please download and complete the 

membership form on https://www.threesisterssocial.asn.au/membership/ and return 
it to 3sisters.sg@gmail.com or any committee member. 

Memberships and renewals can be paid to our Bendigo Bank account: BSB 633 000, 

account number 193 701 778. Please use your surname as the reference on your 
deposit. 

We will also accept membership renewals at the Christmas in July dinner either cash 

or card. 

 

Three Sisters Committee and Roles 

The Three Sisters Social Group AGM will be held soon. The committee, which does 
much of the work of running the group, consists of 4 office holders and at least one 
ordinary member, with a minimum of 5 committee members. If you would like to be 

involved in the running of Three Sisters here is a description of the committee roles: 

• President: Chairs meetings when present 
• Vice-president: Chairs meetings when President is absent 

• Secretary: Keeps minutes of meetings and the membership register. Processes 
memberships and committee nominations. 

• Treasurer: Manages the bank accounts (2 people to sign), keeps records of all 

receipts and expenditure. Prepares the annual financial statement. 
• Ordinary Committee Members: Attends committee meetings 

The nomination form for the committee will be distributed with the AGM agenda. If 

there are unfilled committee roles then nominations for those positions are accepted 
at the AGM. We especially welcome people with new ideas and the drive to see them 
happen. 

 

Three Sisters has subcommittees that take care of the major events: the Disco 
Subcommittee and The Peacock Lounge Subcommittee. We also have an AIDS 

Memorial Subcommittee that looks after our memorial (we also have a gardener) 
and our World AIDS Day event. Each the subcommittee is run by a committee 
member, but any member of Three Sisters is welcome to be join.  

 

There are many other roles that are required to run the organisation. These have 
usually been taken on by committee members, but this is not required. They could 

even be shared by a few people. 

• Regular Events: Organise the regular luncheons and dinners as well as other 

events 
• Newsletter Editor: Compiles and publishes the newsletter each month 

https://www.threesisterssocial.asn.au/membership/
mailto:3sisters.sg@gmail.com


 

  

• Website: Looks after the website. This requires regular updates with our 
newsletter and the upcoming events 

• Mailing List: Manages the mailing list and organises the event reminders and 
newsletter distribution 

• Social Media: Manages the social media accounts including Facebook and 

Instagram 
• PO Box: Checks the PO Box in Leura regularly to collect any letters 
• Promotion: Promoting our events via social media and other channels, 

particularly the Blackheath Disco and The Peacock Lounge 
• Photographer: Taking photos of our events, primarily for the newsletter 

If you are interested in taking on any of these roles, please let us know.  

 

 



 

  

Christmas in July  

We have gone upmarket and arranged to have our 

Christmas in July dinner at Mr Collins of Leura. It will be on 

Tuesday 14 July from 6:30pm. Mr Collins has organised 

the special price of $60 for the dinner. They are licensed 

but are allowing BYO wine (corkage has been waived). The 

menu is below. 

We will be serving our traditional glass of sparkling on 

arrival. 

We have more than the minimum of 35 people, in fact it is 

booked out.  

If you have dietary requirements, please let us know ASAP.  

 

 

We accept prepayment to our 

bank account and payment by 

credit card or cash at the 

dinner. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Neon-Static 

Neon-Static: Creating Community Through Creativity. 

Saturday 25 July, 225 Great Western Highway, 

Katoomba 

Neon-Static was created from a simple belief: 

everyone deserves a place where they feel welcome, 

valued and free to be themselves. 

The name reflects our purpose. Neon represents 

visibility, creativity and the vibrant diversity of 

LGBTQIA+ communities. Static represents the noise 

of isolation, discrimination, judgement and self-doubt 

that can make it difficult to feel connected. Neon-

Static is about turning down that noise and making 

space for creativity, conversation and belonging. 

The idea grew from my work with LGBTQIA+ 

communities in Lismore, where I saw firsthand how 

creativity brings people together. What began as people making art side by side 

became friendships, confidence and a genuine sense of community.  

That vision now continues in Lithgow and Katoomba. 

A core principle of Neon-Static is collaboration. Rather than duplicating existing 

services, we work alongside local organisations, strengthening referral pathways, 

sharing resources and building a connected network of support. Community is 

strongest when we work together. 

People often ask why Neon-Static is free. The answer is simple: Belonging shouldn't 

come with a price tag. Removing financial barriers means more people can access a 

welcoming, inclusive space where they can create, connect and simply be 

themselves. As a professionally registered Art Therapist and a trans woman, I 

understand both personally and professionally the importance of spaces where 

people don't have to explain who they are before they belong. 

Neon-Static isn't an art class. There are no expectations, no assessments and no 

pressure to create a masterpiece. People bring their own creative projects or use 

shared materials, enjoy a cuppa, have conversations and connect with others in a 

relaxed, affirming environment. 

The group is intentionally for people aged 16 and over, recognising that 

conversations, artwork and lived experiences around identity, relationships and 

wellbeing may naturally emerge. 

At its heart, Neon-Static is about much more than art. It's about reducing isolation, 

celebrating diversity and creating communities where everyone has the opportunity 

to belong. 

For more information contact Neon-Static through Facebook Messenger or send an 

email to creativetherapies2021@gmail.com. 

Callie 

mailto:creativetherapies2021@gmail.com


 

  

Talk: Community Lunch 

Recently Rick, our President, was invited to speak at the Community Lunch at 
Junction 142, Katoomba. These notes formed the basis of his talk. 

Who and What 

The Three Sisters Social Group meets regularly in the Blue Mountains. We are open 

to gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, intersex, queer people and their friends and 
families. We encourage an atmosphere of non-discrimination, acceptance, and 
respect. 

Our group has been in existence for more than 40 years. It has gone through a few 
name changes and we are now known as the Three Sisters Social Group.  

Groups 

The community groups that form Blue Mountains Pride are bentART, Bush Lemons, 
Blue Mountains IDAHOBIT (support against homophobia and discrimination), PFLAG 

Blue Mountains (support for parents, guardians & friends), Belong Pick’n’Mix, Three 
Sisters Social Group and Trans and Gender Diverse Blue Mountains. Regular 
activities are run by these individual groups.  

History 

There has been a long history of LGBTQIA+ groups and activities in the Blue 

Mountains. The Mountaineers held their first Black and White Ball in 1981 at 
Springwood. More than 40 Balls were held over the years organised by The 
Mountaineers, then GAGS (Garden and Gourmet Society) and Three Sisters Social 

Group.  

Membership and Committee 

Our membership is over 40 people and we have an extensive mailing list and many 
non-members who attend our events. 

Currently we have 8 members on the Committee. I’m proud that our strengths are 

in this committee and we create working sub committees for any special events that 
we hold during the year. This is an ideal way of sharing the load within the 
organisation. 

Our Annual General Meeting and elections are held in August.  

Members 

We continuously encourage new members to join us and often these are people who 
have chosen the Blue Mountains as their place of retirement.  

Although many of our members are in retirement mode, not all are ready for 

retirement and often are either working or running their own businesses. 



 

  

Newsletter 

We reach out to our members and friends with a monthly newsletter. This features 
our activities. Our year is generally full. Regular events include mid-month dinners 
and monthly lunches. Quite often friends travel from the city to join us. 

Support & Donations 

The Three Sisters Social Group supports other community groups. IDAHOBIT, an 

annual event held recently garnered support from the wider LGBTQA community. 

We donate both time, energy and funds to those wanting to create a project or 
event. Recent donations were given to Belong Blue Mountains – Pick ‘n’ Mix and to 

bentART to strengthen their recent Kings Birthday exhibition. 

Events 

Our own recent long weekend events included a highly successful Disco held at the 
Blackheath Community Hall.  We also held a relaxed gathering at the RSL Club last 
Sunday 

Additional funds are raised through the occasional raffle. Prizes are generously 
donated by friends and businesses. These are acknowledged in our newsletters. 

Memorial 

We are custodian of the AIDS Memorial in Medlow Bath, which has recently been 
restored. The restoration was a joint project by the Medlow Bath Residents 

Association (MBRA) in partnership with the Blue Mountains City Council (BMCC) and 
the Three Sisters Social Group. 

The Blue Mountains AIDS Memorial project was initiated in 1991 by the Medlow Bath 

Park Advisory Committee. The committee was a group of concerned Blue Mountains 
residents and friends throughout New South Wales.  

The new AIDS Memorial was unveiled on 1 December 2022. 

Although the LGBTQI community were hugely affected, the memorial is dedicated to 
the memories of all who succumbed to AIDS and to those left behind, the families, 
friends, neighbours, carers, health and medical professionals, community support 

groups and mountains folk. 

We gather on World AIDS Day 1 December to remember. 

Representatives include BMCC, ACON (creates opportunities for people in our 
communities to live healthier, more connected lives with HIV responses for all 
people in our communities), MBRA and our close community groups. 

Thank you 

https://www.threesisterssocial.asn.au/aids-memorial/
https://www.facebook.com/MedlowBathResidents/
https://www.facebook.com/MedlowBathResidents/


 

  

Photos 

bentART Opening 

 

 

 

 

Prize winners 

Welcome to Country 



 

  

      

        



 

  

Blackheath Disco 

 



 

  

 

 

 



 

  

 

Shauna Jensen 



 

  

 

Dj sh0rty 

Snack Bar volunteers 



 

  

The Peacock Lounge 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

Miss MK DJ aka Mary Kiani 



 

  

 Luncheon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


