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Editorial 

Hello Friends, 

Our Christmas in July at Mr. Collins of 
Leura was a fabulous night and was a 

success thanks to everyone who joined 
in the mid-year festivities. Josh and 
his team worked hard to set-up a 

lovely Yuletide theme and a great 
meal. The bubbles on arrival kick 
started the atmosphere and a few 

members even lingered until late. 

August is now upon us and it’s time for 
our Annual General Meeting and 

Election of Office Bearers and the 
Committee. We have chosen the 
Katoomba RSL as this year’s venue. 

We will start at 6.30pm and get down 
to business at 7.00 pm. For non-RSL 
members, just sign in on arrival. 

Dinner will be alternate drop and 
served after the meeting. The dinner is 
free for current members. Please make 

sure you RSVP. 

The 3SSG is an important organisation 
in the Blue Mountains Pride community 

and we are certainly recognised 
through our activities and support 

programs. However, this takes time 
and effort, most of which has come 
from the committee. We need 

members with ideas and energy to join 
the committee or a subcommittee, or 
to work on the sidelines to bring a 

particular idea that they’d like to see 
to fruition. The stronger the committee 
the more ideas can be shared. Now is 

the time to step-up. This will elevate 
our profile in the community even 
further. 

We hope to see you at the AGM or at 
our lunch at the Grand View Hotel on 
Tuesday 25 August. 

Rick 

Three Sisters Events 

AGM & Dinner 

Katoomba RSL, Lurline St, Katoomba 

6:30pm for 7pm Tuesday 11 August 

Alternate drop main and dessert 

Price: free for members, $45 for guests 

RSVP by Friday 7 August 

Luncheon 

Grand View Hotel, Wentworth Falls 

12:30pm Tuesday 25 August 

Includes choice of mains and dessert 

Price: $45 

 

Event Reservations and 

Payments 

Prepay by Direct Deposit or pay with 

Card or Cash at event. 

Please send your reservation by the 

Sunday evening prior to 

3sisters.bookings@gmail.com 

Please let us know if you have any 

dietary requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 

Three Sisters Social Group Inc 

www.threesisterssocial.asn.au 

3sisters.sg@gmail.com  
PO Box 7074, Leura, NSW 2780 

Committee Executive: 

President:  Rick Hawthorne 
Vice-president:  Greg Berry 
Secretary:  Larry Singer 

Treasurer:  Rick Hawthorne

mailto:3sisters.bookings@gmail.com
http://www.threesisterssocial.asn.au/


 

  

Calendar 

Below is our programme of events for the next few months. Events with dates in 
bold are organised by Three Sisters Social Group. Please see elsewhere in the 

newsletter for more details of this month’s events. Full details of future events will 
be in that month’s newsletter. 

Tue 11 Aug 7pm AGM and Dinner Katoomba RSL 

Tue 25 Aug 12:30pm Luncheon Grand View Hotel, 
Wentworth Falls 

 

Email Lists 

We have had to change mailing list providers as MailChimp reduced the limits for 
their free plan. We are now with Email Octopus. This means that the emails will 
come from a new email address, so please check your junk folder if you are not 

receiving these.  

If you are having problems receiving these emails please contact us on 
3sisters.sg@gmail.com. 

The newsletter is also available on our website. 

  

mailto:3sisters.sg@gmail.com
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Membership Renewal 
Membership of Three Sisters Social Group Inc is now due. Members 
should have received an email (check your spam folder). Thank you 

to those who have renewed. Membership for the year is $35 or $30 
for pensioners. Membership entitles you to a free dinner at the AGM if you join or 
renew by 7 August. The AGM will be held on Tuesday 11 August. 

Members who have renewed have been sent the AGM agenda and reports. If you 
have not received these please check your spam folder or email Larry at 
3sisters.sg@gmail.com. 

If you would like to become a member, please download and complete the 
membership form on https://www.threesisterssocial.asn.au/membership/ and return 
it to 3sisters.sg@gmail.com or any committee member. 

Memberships and renewals can be paid to our Bendigo Bank account: BSB 633 000, 
account number 193 701 778. Please use your surname as the reference on your 
deposit. 

Financial Assistance 

Are you finding it difficult to pay for your membership renewal, or to attend our 

events? Three Sisters Social Group is now offering financial assistance to members 
for these purposes. If you feel you qualify may for this assistance, please contact us 
on 3sisters.sg@gmail.com or talk to a committee member. We will keep all queries 

confidential. 

Committee, Subcommittees and Roles 

The committee does much of the work of running the group. It consists of 4 office 
bearers and at least one ordinary member, with a minimum of 5 committee 

members. Here is a description of the committee positions: 

• President: Chairs meetings. Represents Three Sisters Social Group. 
• Vice-president: Assists the President. Chairs meetings when President is absent 

• Secretary: Keeps minutes of meetings and the membership register. Prepares 
and distributes meeting agendas. Processes memberships and committee 
nominations. 

• Treasurer: Manages the bank accounts (2 people to sign), keeps records of all 
receipts and expenditure. Organises invoices and payments. Prepares the annual 
financial statement. 

• Ordinary Committee Members: Attends committee meetings. 

The nomination form for the committee is included in the AGM documents. If there 
are unfilled committee roles then nominations for those positions will be accepted at 

the AGM. We especially welcome people with new ideas and the drive to see them 
happen. 

Subcommittees organise the major events for the Three Sisters. Each subcommittee 

is run by a committee member, but any member is welcome to join. 

• The Disco Subcommittee organises the Blackheath Disco on the Saturday of 

the June long weekend. 

• The Peacock Lounge Subcommittee organises the event on the Sunday of the 

June long weekend. 

mailto:3sisters.sg@gmail.com
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• AIDS Memorial Subcommittee looks after the AIDS memorial and the 

gardener and organises our World AIDS Day event.  

There are many other roles that are required to run the organisation. These have 
usually been taken on by committee members, but this is not required. They could 

even be shared by a few people. 

• Regular Events: Organises the regular luncheons and dinners as well as other 
events. 

• Newsletter Editor: Compiles and publishes the newsletter each month. 
• Website: Looks after the website. This requires regular updates with our 

newsletter and upcoming events. 

• Mailing List: Manages the mailing list and organises the event reminders and 
newsletter distribution. 

• Social Media: Manages the social media accounts including Facebook and 

Instagram. 
• PO Box: Checks the PO Box in Leura regularly to collect any letters. 
• Promotion: Promotes our events via social media and other channels, 

particularly the Blackheath Disco and The Peacock Lounge. 
• Photographer: Takes photos of our events, primarily for the newsletter 

If you are interested in taking on any of these roles, please let us know. 

If you would like to discuss any of this further, please contact us on 
3sisters.sg@gmail.com or talk to a committee member. 

   

Blackheath Disco The Peacock Lounge 
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Bees, Blooms & Blue - James Gordon 

 

Bees, Blooms, & Blue is a new exhibition by Blue 

Mountains artist and bentART committee member 
James Gordon, opening at Braemar Gallery, 
Springwood on 3 September. Working across both 

paper sculpture and painting, James presents a 

body of work that explore the exhibition's central 
themes of bees, blooms, and blue. Known for his 
versatility and thoughtful and witty approach to 

materials, this exhibition offers visitors the 
opportunity to experience James' latest body of 
work and the breadth of his creative practice. 

James contributed a lovely small painting for the 
raffle at our Christmas in July. 

 
  

 

 
 

MANHATTAN SHORT Film 
Festival  

Film lovers in the Blue Mountains will join over 

100,000 fellow enthusiasts around the world when 
the 28th Annual MANHATTAN SHORT Film Festival 
screens at Blue Mountains Theatre, Springwood on 

Thursday 25 September from 7pm. 

Featuring 10 short films that explore a wide range of 
topics, audiences will be treated to dramatic and 

comical takes on migration, reconciliation, housing 
prices, parenthood and the price of silence, not to 
mention the trials and tribulations of growing into 

adulthood, especially when fantastical and dangerous 
griffins fly overhead and you have a murderous 
mother. And what is it about golf anyway?  

If you are interested in attending this, please contact Chris on 
ceddy41629@optusnet.com.au. 

James Gordon 
Plates and Dishes 1 

Watercolour on paper 
20.5 x 20.5 CM 

https://www.bluemountainstheatre.com.au/braemar-house/what-s-on/braemar-gallery/
https://www.bmcc.nsw.gov.au/whats-on/manhattan-short-film-festival-presented-by-blue-mountains-theatre
mailto:ceddy41629@optusnet.com.au


 

  

Out In Suburbia study 

Are you LGBTQ? 

Are you 18 or older? 

Do you live in Sydney's outer suburbs 
(including the Blue Mountains)? 

Latrobe University is doing a study about 

what it's like for LGBTQ people living in the 
outer suburbs. We want to learn more 
about LGBTQ people's experiences of 

identity, community and belonging in the 
suburbs, to help shape how local 
governments and community organisations 

support LGBTQ residents. 

Participants are invited to take us on a 60-
90 min walk through their local suburb to 

share what the area means to them, 
what's good and what could be better. 

If walking in your area isn't for you, 

interviews can also be done online. Sign 
up to take part here: 
https://redcap.link/outinsuburbia 

 

  

https://redcap.link/outinsuburbia


 

  

Census 

Census night is Tuesday 11 August 2026, the 
night of our AGM. Completing the Census is 

compulsory. Your participation ensures the 
Census delivers a complete picture of 
Australia, helping governments and 

communities plan for the future. You can 
complete the census online or request a paper 
form. You should receive your online code in 

the next few days. 

The Census is Australia's most comprehensive 
source of population data. Governments, 

researchers, service providers and community 
organisations use Census information to understand communities, identify needs, 
and make decisions about policy, funding and services. 

This year the Census includes new questions that allow collection of data about 
LGBTQ+ people. For the first time it includes questions about sexual orientation and 
gender. The update to the question about sex recorded at birth supports trans and 

gender diverse people. These updates are significant as the Census is one of 
Australia’s most important sources of population data. Governments, researchers, 
health services and community organisations use Census information to understand 

communities, identify needs and make decisions about policy, funding and services.  

For many LGBTQ+ people, these changes are not only about better data. They are 
about visibility and recognition in one of Australia’s most important national 

collections of population data.  

The 2026 Census is an important opportunity to build the strongest evidence base 
Australia has ever had about LGBTQ+ people. For the first time, national Census 

data will be available on sexual orientation alongside improved data on gender, 
helping create a more complete picture of LGBTQ+ people. 

It is important to answer these questions so there is accurate data about us and our 

households. Make sure you allocate time on 11 August or during that week to fill in 
your Census form. 

  

https://info.census.abs.gov.au/help/get-paper-form
https://info.census.abs.gov.au/help/get-paper-form


 

  

Photos 

Christmas in July 

 

 

 

  



 

  

 

  



 

  

  



 

  

 


