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Editorial 

Hello Friends, 

Our recent AGM was held for the first 
time at the Katoomba RSL. 29 

members attended for the annual 
election of the committee and to enjoy 
a good meal. The floor was opened to 

share suggestions on future activities. 
Thank you to all those who made the 
night a success. 

Our committee has been refreshed 
with new members joining in to help 
share the workload. Our first 

committee meeting is scheduled for 
Monday 14 September.  

Aside from our lunches and dinners, 

other events and social gatherings will 
be planned and will appear in our 
reminder emails, our regular 

newsletters and our website. Several 
ideas have been put forward. 
Feedback is important, so keep the 

suggestions flowing. Anyone who is 
passionate about an idea is very 
welcome to take charge of it and bring 

it to fruition. The committee will be 
there to support you. 

The Manhattan Short Film Festival is 
screening at the Blue Mountains 
Theatre on Thursday 24 September 

from 7 pm. There is a small group 
attending and I’m sure tickets are still 
available for those short film buffs. 

Spring is now upon us and it’s time for 
a few outdoor activities. We are 
planning a Plant Swap as the season 

progresses and the Medlow Bath 
Residents Association is laying plans 
for their annual Music in the Park, a 

great opportunity for a group picnic. 
More details to follow next month. 

Rick 

Three Sisters Events 

Manhattan Short Film 
Festival 

Blue Mountains Theatre, Springwood 

7pm, Thursday 24 September 

$22/$18 

Contact Chris on 

ceddy41629@optusnet.com.au 

 

Watch your emails and our Upcoming 

Events page for other events. 
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Membership Renewal 
Membership of Three Sisters Social Group Inc is now due. 
Membership for the year is $35 or $30 for pensioners.  

If you would like to become a member, please download and complete the 
membership form on https://www.threesisterssocial.asn.au/membership/ and return 
it to 3sisters.sg@gmail.com or any committee member. 

Memberships and renewals can be paid to our Bendigo Bank account: BSB 633 000, 
account number 193 701 778. Please use your surname as the reference on your 
deposit. 

Financial Assistance 

Are you finding it difficult to pay for your membership renewal, or to attend our 

events? Three Sisters Social Group is now offering financial assistance to members 
for these purposes. If you feel you qualify may for this assistance, please contact us 
on 3sisters.sg@gmail.com or talk to a committee member. We will keep all queries 

confidential. 

Subcommittees and Roles 

Subcommittees organise the major events for the Three Sisters. Each subcommittee 
is run by a committee member, but any member is welcome to join. 

• The Disco Subcommittee organises the Blackheath Disco on the Saturday of 

the June long weekend. 

• The Peacock Lounge Subcommittee organises the event on the Sunday of the 

June long weekend. 

• AIDS Memorial Subcommittee looks after the AIDS memorial and the 

gardener and organises our World AIDS Day event.  

There are many other roles that are required to run the organisation. These have 
usually been taken on by committee members, but this is not required. They could 
even be shared by a few people. 

• Regular Events: Organises the regular luncheons and dinners as well as other 
events. 

• Newsletter Editor: Compiles and publishes the newsletter each month. 

• Website: Looks after the website. This requires regular updates with our 
newsletter and upcoming events. 

• Mailing List: Manages the mailing list and organises the event reminders and 

newsletter distribution. 
• Social Media: Manages the social media accounts including Facebook and 

Instagram. 

• PO Box: Checks the PO Box in Leura regularly to collect any letters. 
• Promotion: Promotes our events via social media and other channels, 

particularly the Blackheath Disco and The Peacock Lounge. 

• Photographer: Takes photos of our events, primarily for the newsletter 

If you are interested in taking on any of these roles, please let us know. If you 
would like to discuss any of this further, please contact us on 3sisters.sg@gmail.com 

or talk to a committee member. 

https://www.threesisterssocial.asn.au/membership/
mailto:3sisters.sg@gmail.com
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Pride Youth Ball 

Pick n Mix presents the 2026 Blue Mountains Youth Pride Ball! It's set to be the most 
spectacular night of the year! 

Doors for this FREE event open at 
7pm and the events ends at 
9:30pm on 5 September. 

This event is open to ALL young 
people in year 10, up to 20 years 
old. 

There will be a DJ, professional 
catering, stunning decorations, 
professional photography, fabulous 

lighting, awards, prizes and more! 

This year's theme is MYSTICAL 
MASQUERADE. Think fancy masks 

and feather fans with a mystical 
twist. We encourage attendees to 
dress in their fanciest outfits - 

think of this like your school 
formal, but gay! Dressing to theme 
is encouraged, but not required. 

There will be prizes for best 
dressed! 

Want a chance to make your own 

mask for the event? Pick n Mix will 
be running workshops on Thursday 
afternoons 3:30pm-5:30pm at 

Katoomba Neighbourhood Centre in 
the lead up to the event. Contact 
us for more info. 

This event is open to both queer young people and allies. To register, you must be in 
yr 10 at school or up to 20 years old. If you are under 18 we will ask for the contact 
information of a responsible adult and your getting home plan. Get your tickets 

here. 

This event is STRICTLY alcohol, drugs, smoking and vape free. Ticket holders who do 
not respect this will be refused entry or asked to leave. 

Three Sisters Social Group is a sponsor of this exciting event. 

https://events.humanitix.com/youth-pride-ball


 

  

Bees, Blooms & Blue - James Gordon 

 

Bees, Blooms, & Blue is a new exhibition by Blue 

Mountains artist and bentART committee member 
James Gordon, opening at Braemar Gallery, 
Springwood on 3 September. Working across both 

paper sculpture and painting, James presents a 

body of work that explore the exhibition's central 
themes of bees, blooms, and blue. Known for his 
versatility and thoughtful and witty approach to 

materials, this exhibition offers visitors the 
opportunity to experience James' latest body of 
work and the breadth of his creative practice. 

James donated a lovely small painting for the 
raffle at our Christmas in July dinner. 

 
  

 

 
 

MANHATTAN SHORT Film 
Festival  

Film lovers in the Blue Mountains will join over 

100,000 fellow enthusiasts around the world when 
the 28th Annual MANHATTAN SHORT Film Festival 
screens at Blue Mountains Theatre, Springwood on 

Thursday 24 September from 7pm. 

Featuring 10 short films that explore a wide range of 
topics, audiences will be treated to dramatic and 

comical takes on migration, reconciliation, housing 
prices, parenthood and the price of silence, not to 
mention the trials and tribulations of growing into 

adulthood, especially when fantastical and dangerous 
griffins fly overhead and you have a murderous 
mother. And what is it about golf anyway?  

If you are interested in attending this, please contact Chris on 
ceddy41629@optusnet.com.au. 

(The website shows the correct day but the wrong date.) 

James Gordon 
Plates and Dishes 1 

Watercolour on paper 
20.5 x 20.5 CM 

https://www.bluemountainstheatre.com.au/braemar-house/what-s-on/braemar-gallery/
https://www.bmcc.nsw.gov.au/whats-on/manhattan-short-film-festival-presented-by-blue-mountains-theatre
mailto:ceddy41629@optusnet.com.au


 

  

Geraldine Fela - Blood Politics:  
Nurses and Australia’s AIDS crisis 

History Week 2026 Event 

In the 1980s and 1990s, HIV and AIDS devastated communities across Australia. In 
the midst of this profound health crisis, nurses provided crucial care to those living 
with and dying from the virus. They negotiated homophobia and complex family 

dynamics and defended the rights of their patients. Bringing together stories from 
across the country, Critical Care: Nurses on the frontline of Australia's AIDS crisis 
unearths the important and unexamined history of nurses and nursing unions as 

caregivers and political agents who helped shape Australia’s response to HIV and 
AIDS. 

Dr Geraldine Fela is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow in the School of Humanities at 

Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia. Her research and teaching traverses 
histories of gender and sexuality, labour, social movements and medicine. Her first 
book, Critical Care: Nurses on the frontline of Australia’s AIDS crisis was published 

by UNSW Press in July 2024. In 2025, Critical Care was awarded the Prime Minister's 
Literary Award in the category of Australian history, and was shortlisted in the NSW 
History Awards. 

Places limited: please book at https://blackheathhistoryforum.org.au or Humanitix 
https://collections.humanitix.com/blackheathhistoryforum.  

https://blackheathhistoryforum.org.au/
https://collections.humanitix.com/blackheathhistoryforum


 

  

New Performance Platform at  
Medlow Bath Park 

A new performance platform has been completed at Medlow Bath Park, creating a 

dedicated space for local performances, community events and creative activities. 

The project was driven by the Medlow 

Bath community following recognition 

of the need for greater opportunities 

for community connection. Council 

delivered the project in partnership 

with the Medlow Bath Residents 

Association, who successfully secured 

funding through the NSW 

Government's Community Building 

Partnership Program, with additional 

support from Transport for NSW, 

enabling the project to become a 

reality. 

Blue Mountains Mayor Mark Greenhill said the completed platform is an example of 

what can be achieved when the community, Council and government work together. 

"This project began with a community idea and is now a fantastic new asset for 

Medlow Bath," Cr Greenhill said. "The performance platform complements the recent 

improvements to the park and creates a welcoming space for local events, 

performances and community gatherings for years to come." 

The platform includes an electrical connection to support small-scale performances 

and activities and is already set to play a key role in the community, with it 

expected to be in use for the annual Medlow Bath Music in the Park event this 

October. 

“I want to congratulate the local residents who advocated for this all-weather space 

for all of the Upper Mountains to enjoy,” said Member for Blue Mountains Trish 

Doyle. “I was proud to support the Medlow Bath Residents’ Association in their 

successful bid. Considerable community consultation occurred to ensure this 

happened, and I also congratulate Blue Mountains City Council on delivering this 

wonderful project. The project builds on the recent upgrades delivered through 

Council's Neighbourhood Parks Program, further enhancing Medlow Bath Park as a 

place for community connection, creativity and recreation.” 

“For over 10 years members of the Medlow Bath community have been working 

together to create greater connection within our community,” said Debra Brown, 

president of Medlow Bath Residents Association. “Since August 2024 Medlow Bath 

Residents Association has been consulting with residents about ways to better 

promote this connection and this exciting project has been a result of that 

consultation. The new performance platform will be a great resource for the 

commemoration of World Aids Day, for family Christmas in the Park, for our annual 

Music in the Park which last year attracted over 200 people and also for everyday 

use.” 



 

  

Presidents Report 

Rick, our President, delivered this report at the AGM. 

A very warm welcome to the Annual General Meeting of the Three Sisters Social 

Group. 

Your committee has had a busy year. It has been a successful year, and our 
financial health is good. I, as Treasurer will report on that shortly. 

Welcome to our new members. I’d also like to welcome our Honorary Life Member, 
Mr. Maurice Cooper. Some of our members now live out of the area. Chris Eddy, 
Mark Roberts, Pierre Bamboukian, Robert Strange and Chris Mugdan, (to name a 

few), these members show their support by joining our events which is certainly 
appreciated considering the distance they need to travel. 

Regular lunches continued at the Grand View Hotel under their new management.  

In reality, our attendance numbers are dwindling and it’s time to refresh our choice 
of both lunch and dinner venues. We have scheduled a discussion about events later 
in the meeting. The choices of economical venues are becoming less.  Prices and 

quality have become a concern and this year we’ve attempted to broaden our 
venues. During the year we tried the Leura Thai House and the Blackheath Golf 
Club. Committee members gave further recommendations that have yet to be 

tested. 

Opportunities arose to donate to various organisations. I will talk about donations 
later in the Treasurer's Report. 

We are the custodians of the AIDS Memorial in Medlow Bath Park. Our World AIDS 
Day Ceremony was held on December 1. Our guest speaker was Suzie van Opdorp 
of BMCC. Angelo Liaos from ACON travelled from the city to join us. Included was 

our own sub-committee and almost 40 others from our local community together 
with members of the MBRA. It was a cold and windy day even though it was the first 
day of Summer, but our sausage sizzle drew everyone together and many people 

lingered for a catch up. 

Our Christmas dinner at The Chalet was successful and well attended. David 
Scotman and his team created a great atmosphere. The mood of the evening was 

relaxed and the room was humming with plenty of chit chat. 

Following Mardi Gras many of our members joined the Victoria and Albert for their 
Long Lunch. Although it wasn’t a 3SSG event we gathered many of our members 

and friends and sat at one long table together for a great afternoon. Both the food 
and entertainment were excellent. 

BentART held Trivia in April at the RSL. For those of us who joined in it was good to 

support our fellow community organisation. 

The Blue Mountains Pride June long weekend was kicked started with the opening of 

bentART an annual exhibition which the 3SSG regularly supports. The Bush Lemons 
walks were well attended, and bentART’s workshops attracted many enthusiastic 
creative minds eager to hone their skills. 

We have been rewarded this year with a hugely successful King’s Birthday weekend. 
The Best Disco in Town, our theme this year, attracted close 375 attendees. As you 
know it is the highlight of our activities and so much planning and hard work goes 

into organising the event. Working behind the scenes takes many hours and effort 
over months by the sub-committee, and this year was no exception. Both Larry and 



 

  

Greg excelled themselves. It was pleasing to see the many volunteers who rallied to 
our side to help set-up and those who stayed behind to bump out and clean-up. 

On the Sunday we launched The Peacock Lounge in conjunction with bentART, an 
afternoon of relaxation and chance to catch up with about 75 friends and other 
visitors. A big thanks to those who donated to our raffle and to James Gordon of 

bentART who joined us and to our working committee and the volunteers who 
helped made it a success.  

Mr Collins of Leura was our venue for Christmas in July. It was a fabulous night. 

Owner Josh and his team worked hard to set up a lovely Yuletide theme. As our 
lunch and dinner venues seem to be dwindling I’m suggesting Mr Collins be added to 
our list for future gatherings. 

Tonight it’s now down to business.  

Firstly, I’d like to thank the current committee. The focus and energy together with 
the camaraderie translated into a successful year for us. 

The 3SSG is an important organisation in the Blue Mountains Pride community and 
we are certainly recognised through our activities and support programs. However 
this takes time and effort, most of which comes from the committee or a sub-

committee, or those who work on the sidelines to bring a particular idea they’d like 
to see to fruition. The stronger the committee the more ideas can be shared and 
implemented. This will elevate our profile in the community even further. 

Sharing the load is important. That means coming up with ideas for events and 
owning the idea and running with it. You don’t have to be a committee members to 

do this. Everyone is welcome to be the custodian of an idea and a working 
committee can be created to bring your idea to fruition. 

There are many roles to be involved in especially in our key sub-committees: Disco 

Sub-committee, Peacock Lounge Sub-committee and AIDS Memorial Sub-
committee. 

There are many other roles that are required to run the organisation: organising 

regular lunch and dinners, creating the monthly newsletter, managing the website 
and our social media platforms, promotions for our events or just clearing the post 
office box or taking photos. If any of these roles appeal to you please come and 

discuss it with the committee.   

The sub-committees and roles will be discussed in detail later in the AGM and we will 
call for volunteers to join us. 

Thank you  



 

  

Photos 

AGM 

 

 

 

  



 

  

 

 

 

 

  



 

  

 

 


